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February will feature the
second MARC ADAMS
WORKSHOP on Saturday
the 13th.  This will take the
place of our regular Sunday
meeting.   (see page 5)
(The wood show will be at the
Gibralter Trade Center in Taylor
on Feb. 26-28)

March 6 (Note this is the
FIRST Saturday) is our
annual SHOWCASE OF
WOODWORKING SKILLS
at the Livonia Senior
Center.  Let Ed Stuckey know
if you need display space.

The April meeting will be at
the Royal Oak Senior
Center on the 11th.  Sara
Jason will demonstrate Wood
Graining techniques.

The Feb. luncheon will be at
Jimi’s on the 25th at 1:16pm.

The Mar. luncheon will be at
Jimi’s on the 25th at 1:16pm.

The April luncheon will be at
Jimi’s on the 22nd at 1:16pm.

At the May 16th meeting, Ken
Wolf will coordinate a program
of three mentoring
projects.  Presenters and
topics to be announced.  The
meeting will be at the Livonia
Senior Center.

The May luncheon will be at
Jimi’s on the 27th at 1:16pm.

DEBRA CHRISTIAN OUR STORYTELLER PAR-EXCELLANCE AT THE DECEMBER MEETING

JANUARY 10, 2010
(At the Royal Oak Senior Center from 2-4 pm.

Library and other activities from 1-2 pm.

Dick Sumpter, manager at Rockler
Woodworking and Hardware will compare the
features of various machine and power tools.
The January luncheon will be at Jimi’s on the

28th at 1:16 pm.  (See page 4 for map)
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President’s
Corner
By Ken Wolf

This edition of the “Corner” will be my first as
your newly elected president.  Bill Rigstad is a
tough act to follow with such an outstanding
tenure as our president.  Bill contributes to our
Guild in many ways, some obvious and some
subtle.  His legacy as president over two different
terms has guided, shaped and improved our
Guild in many ways.  I want to thank Bill on
behalf of the Guild and would encourage the
members to also express their appreciation as
well.  Thankfully, Bill will remain an active part
of our Guild and will aid in the transition period
as I move into this new position.
I would like to request the support of all Guild
members as we move into a new decade together.
It seems amazing as I write this note that 2010
is only a few days away.  Together we can make
the new decade a great opportunity for our Guild
to improve and for our members to grow with
new skills and capabilities. I will be looking for
new approaches, new ideas and expanded
opportunities as we move into 2010.  The Guild
has a strong foundation, built over the past
decades, that can be expanded and
strengthened as we move forward.  Let’s put
special emphasis on our mentoring program and
explore opportunities to get more of our youth
interested in woodworking.  Today’s children and
young adults are the future of our Guild in the
decades to come.  With many schools deleting
wood shop classes, we must assume a key role
in instilling the love of woodworking into future
generations.
Our Christmas meeting on December 13 was a
smashing success thanks to the efforts of Bill
Rigstad to find Debra Christian, a professional
storyteller, to entertain our members and their
spouses as a replacement when our scheduled
speaker cancelled a week before the meeting.
Debra provided a totally different type of program
with ties to wood and Christmas which everyone
enjoyed.  The food was delicious as prepared by
Sally Rigstad, Jane Kudej, Carolyn Gayde, Patty

Boulard, and Connie Wolf.  Their efforts were
appreciated by everyone attending as the many
trays of food were consumed by lots of smiling
people.  Thanks to the gals for their hours of
preparation and the attractive trays they
arranged on the buffet table.  A special thanks
to Pete Padden for coordinating the box
competition part of our meeting. The winner was
Richard Fryer (Ken Wolf and Clay Bolduc won
2nd and 3rd places respectively).  The big winner
is really Children’s Hospital who will receive the
15 boxes entered in the contest.
On December 9, representatives of our Guild
(Bill Rigstad, Bill Gayde and I) and a
representative of the Motor City Scrollers (Bill
Magee) made our annual toy delivery to
Children’s Hospital. The hospital was thrilled to
receive approximately 240 toys from the Guild,
100 toys from the Scrollers, 40 boxes from the
Scrollers and 15 boxes from the Guild.  Richard
Fryer and Guild volunteers from the November
meeting are also working on another bookcase
for the hospital for delivery in 2010.
I want to encourage all interested members to
sign up for the February 13 meeting which will
be an all day Marc Adams Workshop on
“Methods of Woodworking”.  For only $10 (which
includes lunch) this is the best bargain in
woodworking.  Marc is a talented woodworker
and a gifted teacher who can provide more
helpful information in an hour than nearly any
instructor.  As attendees at last year’s workshop
can attest, you need to come ready for a fast
paced enjoyable learning experience.  Bob Mills
is our Marc Adams coordinator so get your spot
reserved ASAP with him (if you haven’t already)
at 248-540-8658 or ramills@comcast.net.  See
our flyer at Detroit area woodworking stores or
from a Guild meeting for more detail.
I am in need of some mentoring volunteers to
make 25 minute presentations at our May 16
meeting. Please let me know if you are willing to
demonstrate a woodworking technique or
method at the meeting.
Our January 10 meeting on machine and power
tools promises to be interesting and
enlightening.  I hope to see you all there.  I hope
each of you has had an enjoyable holiday season.
We have some great meetings coming in 2010
and together we can make our Guild even better.



Michigan Woodworker     January 2010 Page 3

By Will Stanford

ROUGH
CUTS

Big Blue Box
At some time you may reach the point where
you realize that you can’t make everything and
by ‘can’t’ I mean you have to make choices.  There
is, after all, so little time and so much to make.
Since this is a recent insight, I set the bar high,
or low, depending on your interpretation.  It went
something like this:  If I could purchase
utilitarian pieces for a really low price, then I
would have more time to design and build the
pieces that are my passion.  So, I needed to find
a low cost (I mean really low cost) couple of pieces
of utilitarian furniture.  By really low cost I’m
referring to something that wasn’t worth me
making (even if the cost of the material was
nothing) because even free wood must be milled,
formed, joined and finished.  So, I wondered who
in the world worked for less than a studio
furniture maker.  My journey lead me of course
to one of the largest importers of Chinese made
furniture in the world.  Their showroom is a big
blue box and I hear they are also quite famous
for their meatballs.

Now I did recall going to the blue box at some
point, though the experience is somewhat fuzzy.
I believe that I bought cookies.  Once inside I
began to remember my previous experience and
why it had been wiped from my memory.  First,
it was crowded, and then there is a little road
with ‘follow the arrows’ painted on the floors,
sort of a yellow brick road on pressed board.  As
I said, I was looking for a couple of pieces which
I had seen in a sales brochure that they had
sent me.  The problem was that I forgot that the
road turned into every area and after awhile you
were confused, going in circles and quite willing
to purchase the next complete kitchen you
encountered.  Finally I found my pieces on
display and the information about where to find
them in the warehouse area; on what shelf and
in what slot.   The payoff-one piece was metal-
so all I had to do was screw it together.  And
since it was metal, I didn’t feel that I had violated

any wood creed - assuming there is such a thing.
Since the shelves were wire mesh I did have to
cut some sheet material so I could use it for my
intended purpose; storing electronic equipment.
The other piece, a five shelf book shelf, was more
interesting.  Total height was around 60 inches
but there were four uprights that were 40 inches
each and four shorter pieces that were 20 inches
each.  To connect the long and short pieces of
the uprights, a fastener was supplied that fit on
the inside face, and using a slotted screwdriver I
connected the pieces.  The fasteners which held
each shelf to the uprights was a large coarse
screw and was attached from the outside
through the uprights.  You needed a real coarse
thread to hold inside the voids of the
manufactured board.  Of course I needed my
$40 cabinetmaker clamps to pull the pieces
together for assembly.  The uprights were 2-1/
4”x5/8” and covered with plastic veneer.  Some
of the edges were sharp, so I finished them off
using a straight edge razor, creating a bevel.
Both pieces looked OK considering the price and
the fact that I had more time invested in traveling
to the big blue box that I did in the actual
assembly.  The book shelves will hold mostly
magazines and papers.  I would be leery to add
too much mass since the product comes with
screws that are designed and recommended that
you attach to the wall.

MDF is a good material to use in certain
applications.  I used 3/4" MDF to create some
low stands to display some of my work at shows.
They were easy to build, fit inside one another,
and easy to transport. The smooth surface
finished well with a few coats of spray paint.  After
a couple shows I was set up outdoors when a
thunderstorm rolled in.  Even though I had the
canopy zipped up tight, the water flowed through
my booth on the asphalt like a river.  I thought
everything was spared either off the ground or
covered until I noticed the bottoms of the MDF
stands.  They of course were ready to explode.
When I got home I cut the bottom ends off on
the table saw and biscuit jointed an inch of solid
oak.  I thought about this the other day when I
heard on the news that there had been a
malfunction of the mechanical systems at the
big blue box.  The sprinklers had come on and
water was dripping from the second floor to the
first floor.
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Wood
Types

By Ed Stuckey
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THE WANT ADS

ASH, JAPANESE
Family: Oleaceae Other name: tamo
Distribution: S. E. Asia
General description:  The heartwood is straw-
biscuit colored to light brown, slightly darker
than European ash.  Straight grained but
sometimes wavy and curly, producing a bizarre
“peanut” figured wood.  Coarse textured.  Weighs
approximately 690 kg/m3 (43 Ib/ft3); specific
gravity .69.

Mechanical properties:  The wood is strong in
relation to its weight, but lacks the characteristic
toughness of European ash.  It has very good
steam bending properties, low stillness, and
medium crushing strength and resistance to
shock loads.

Seasoning:  Dries fairly rapidly without much
degrade, and there is medium movement in
service.

Working properties:  The wood works well with
both hand and machine tools,  but with a
moderate dulling effect on cutting edges which
must be kept sharp.  It should be pre-bored for
nailing, glues well and takes stain satisfactorily;
can be brought to a good finish.

Durability: It is very susceptible to termite attack
and is perishable.  The heartwood is moderately
resistant to preservative treatment but the
sapwood is permeable.

Uses:  Furniture and cabinetmaking, doors and
flooring.  Selected sports’ ash widely used for
racquets, bats, cues, skis, agricultural handles,
etc.  Extensively used in Japan and Manchuria
for plywood manufacture.  Selected veneer logs
produce exceptional quality veneers with mottle,
fiddleback, swirl, burrs, and the unique “peanut”
figure, used for high quality cabinets and
architectural panelling.

For Sale:  Freud Dial-a-width 8” dado set - $150
-- Tenoning Jig by Woodcraft - $50
-- Kreg Superjet pocket hole system - $220
-- Router table & cabinet: includes PC#7518 and
PC #890 routers and a large selection of bits -
sold as a package -- paid $1,872 asking $999
-- Misc. other items  Call 586-978-7884

By Bob Mills

Mentoring
Program

Leigh Jig, Half-Blind Dovetails
Presented by Bill Rigstad

January 14, 2010
Thursday — 9:30AM

Bill’s shop: 49600 Shenandoah, Canton MI
48187  Call 734-459-3374
Topics to be covered: Dust off that Leigh Jig
and we’ll go through the basics of making Half –
Blind Dovetails
Skill  Level:  Bring your Leigh Jig, router and
Leigh router bits
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Marc Adams
presented by

Michigan Woodworkers’ Guild
www.michiganwoodworkersguild.org

This workshop will

be an intensive study

of understanding

how to work with

wood.  The focus of

the workshop is the

development of skills

that can be applied

LIVONIA SENIOR CENTER
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Date: Saturday, February 13, 2010

Time: 9 am -- 4 pm

(lunch included 12 - 1 pm)

Sign in: 8:00 - Coffee & Snacks

Location: Livonia Senior Center

15218 Farmington Rd.

Livonia, MI

MWG MEMBERS  $10 NON-MEMBERS  $30

Name: Name:

Address: Adress:

Phone: Phone:

E-mail: E-mail:

(includes membership)

Seating is limited. Pre-payment is STRONGLY encouraged.  To reserve a spot call,

mail, or e-mail Bob Mills.  Phone:  248-540-8658   E-mail:  ramills@comcast.net

Address:  31636 Auburn Dr., Beverly Hills, MI 48025  Deadline is February 8, 2010

Checks should be made out to: Michigan Woodworkers’ Guild

to fine woodworking.

Marc will demonstrate

several techniques,

such as veenering, in-

laying, joinery, shaping,

sculpting wood, bent

forms, and the process

of design.

Marc Adams, owner of the Marc Adams School of Woodworking near Indianapolis, runs one of

the most popular woodworking schools in the world.  Marc will be presenting a one day workshop

on “Methods of Woodworking” for novice and experienced woodworkers.

Page 5
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By Dale Ausherman

MEETING
REVIEW

MWG Meeting Program Review
Hospital Boxes and Story Telling

13 December 2009

wooden bowls for her thoughtless parents to use
in their own old age.  This was after they had
relegated grandfather to eating alone in the
kitchen with wooden bowls to avoid breakage of
the good dishes.  (The good ol’ golden rule.)  A
second story concerned an aging woodcutter in
India who’s honesty over the identity of his lost
ax rewarded him with riches of gold and silver,
which added to the true riches of his own
honesty.  (Honesty pays.)  The third story was of
the life-long desire of a recently disabled man
to build a wonderful “grandfather’s” clock (with
a wooden clock case in need of repair, no less),
a desire eventually achieved through the
generosity of a neighbor and perseverance on
the part of the man.  A fourth story brought
forth another woodcutter, with a badgering wife
(wielding a wooden spoon) and a chance for
lifelong riches enable by three wishes bestowed
by a elf in the woods.  Due in parts to the greed
of the wife, the wishes are squandered, but the
couple do live happily ever after by having
escaped the consequences of some ill-placed
wishes.  The final story involved wood as well, in
a story of how the Christmas tree became a
symbol for good values in life, and how it’s
“pointing to heaven” is a valuable reminder for
us all.
These “wood” stories had good messages for us
all.  And I was reminded what a wonderful
understanding wife I have, compared to the mean
ogres depicted in these stories.  There but for
the grace of God  . . .
Pete Padden wrapped up the meeting by
announcing the winners of the hospital box
competition.  Attending members and spouses
voted on their favorites by placing poker chips
in the boxes.    Richard Fryer took First Place for
his collection of hospital Remembrance boxes,
all finely constructed and finished, each
including a means of enclosing a photo to display
in the top of the box.  Ken Wolf took second
place with an artistic box with contrasting dark
wood string inlay, and a magical inlaid blue stone
“eye.”  And Clay Bolduc took third place with
his whimsical wooden “dome lid” box, with neatly
turned handles.

In December many members put down their
tools and shook the sawdust from their clothes
long enough to attend our annual holiday
meeting.  This meeting is usually punctuated
by a project competition, which this year was
for hospital boxes intended for delivery to
Children’s Hospital of Michigan.  This is part of
the Guild’s continuing supply of wooden toys
and boxes for the Hospital.  In addition we had
a special holiday program provided by a
professional storyteller.  Many spouses attended
with guild members, in part to partake of the
wonderful holiday snacks and treats provided
by our own set of guild angels, Patty Boulard,
Carolyn Gayde, Jane Kudej, Sally Rigstad, and
Connie Wolf.
The story telling, while filling in for a cancelled
program, was a wonderful holiday treat for
members and spouses. Debra Christian, a
professional storyteller who is also a speech
pathologist and educator, was introduced by
member Lou Tilly (also Debora’s husband).
Debra, an accomplished storyteller, with
appearances on National Public Radio as well as
at the DIA and Greenfield Village, reached into
her bag of story gifts and captivated the audience
with five stories related, believe it or not, to wood.
Each of these stories provided not only an
entertaining tale, but met the storyteller’s
objective of providing a “message for living” as
well.
The “Story of the Wooden” bowl related the trials
of an aging man and his family’s struggles to
cope with his increasing infirmities, and the
revealing insight learned from their young
daughter when she tried to make shatter-proof
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Create with Confidence™

29918 Woodward Ave. • Royal Oak
248-543-5110  • Rockler.com
Store hours: M-F 9 am-6 pm • Sat 9 am-5 pm
Sun 11 am-4 pm

Shop our Stock Up Sale
Starts January 2 ends January 29

Create custom signs quickly and easily with your
router. Durable templates easily interlock with one
another to form a stable pattern as you rout your
signs. Available in 41⁄4” and 21⁄4” nominal sizes.
Numbers and symbols sets
also available. From 1999

Rout Custom Signs!Rout Custom Signs!

Templates
interlock to form

stable patterns
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The Picture Gallery

THE WINNERS OF THE 2009 GUILD COMPETITION “BOXES FOR CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL” ARE:
RICHARD FRYER, 1ST PLACE (center);  KEN WOLF, 2ND PLACE (left);  CLAY BOLDUC, 3RD PLACE (right)


