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There will be no meeting nor
newsletter in July. P u t
the August 8th Picnic on your
calendar now.

No Luncheon is scheduled
for July.

Our annual picnic and swap
meet will be at the Royal Oak
VFW Park on Sunday,
August 8 from noon until.....

No Luncheon is scheduled
for August

The September 12th meeting
at the Royal Oak Senior
Center will feature Tom Kearns
coordinating a round robin style
presentation.

The Sept. Luncheon will be at
Jimi’s on the 23rd at 1:16 pm

The Oct. Luncheon will be at
Jimi’s on the 28th at 1:16 pm

The October 10th meeting at
the Livonia Senior Center will
be our popular Jigs and Fixtures
program featuring Guild member
presentations.

MAY 16, 2010
At the Livonia Senior Center from 2-4 pm

Library and other activities from 1-2 pm

Ken Wolf will coordinate a program of 3 mentoring
projects:  Larry Last on Building Multi-pane
Windows, Clay Bolduc on Scroll Saw Techniques,
and John Sanchez on Inlay Techniques.

The May luncheon will be at Jimi’s on the 27th at 1:16 pm
(see page 6 for map)
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JUNE 6, 2010 (SEE PAGE 4 FOR DETAILS)
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President’s
Corner
By Ken Wolf

This year is off to a great start for members of
our woodworking Guild. Our January Rockler
presentation on power tools was followed by an
all day Marc Adams workshop as well as the
Woodworking Shows in Gibraltar during
February.  March was a successful Guild
showcase of skills followed by April’s Freud
presentation on saw blade technology. I learned
more about current saw blade manufacturing
and technology in the Freud slides, handouts,
and explanations than I had ever experienced
before. Although Freud was pushing their
products, they gave a lot of helpful guidance on
how to optimize saw blade performance for
different materials, thicknesses and available saw
power levels by selecting the appropriate blade.
I feel I can make a much better informed
purchase decision in the future.
Our next meeting on May 16 (to avoid a conflict
with Mother’s Day) will provide a triple dip of
information from three of our guild mentors. This
meeting will rotate members through three
different demonstrations to provide exposure to
three different facets of woodworking during a
single meeting.

• Larry Last will demonstrate the techniques
needed to build multi-pane windows using
experience gained from building 18
windows for a building project he
completed. He will share some of the
“tricks“ that he discovered and what is
critical to good fits on the component
parts.

• Clay Bolduc will show scroll saw
techniques to improve and enhance the
results of your scroll saw projects. Clay is
an experienced scroller and also a member
of the Motor City Scrollers who has been
very supportive of our projects for
Children’s Hospital.

• John Sanchez has volunteered to
demonstrate inlay techniques that he has
been utilizing in several recent projects.
Some members will recall John’s display
at our recent “Wood 2010” show and the
artistic abilities he displays in his exhibits
at our guild shows.

On April 1, representatives of our guild delivered
25 circus wagon frames to Children’s Hospital
to support redecorating a children’s waiting room
in a circus theme. I passed around a picture of
some of these brightly colored wagons at our
April meeting.  I want to thank Bill Rigstad and
Bill Gayde for their time and effort in building
the wagons (and Sally Rigstad for painting many
of the wagons). Scott Jacobs used his specialized
computer guided cutter to prepare vinyl trim
appliques which added some real “zing” to the
appearance while saving hours of stenciling or
hand painting. Clay Bolduc, with support of
Motor City Scrollers, provided dozens of animal
cutouts that will be hand painted by children
and placed in the wagons. The hospital was very
impressed by the wagons and will repaint the
waiting room before installing the wagons. They
will invite some guild representatives to view the
“circus waiting room ‘when it is completed. I want
to thank the guild for purchasing the materials
used to build, paint and trim the wagons. These
projects help maintain a positive image for our
guild.
In June, the annual guild field trip will be for
members and their spouses to the Crocker
House mansion in Mt. Clemens.  It is  scheduled
for June 6.  Matt Baran is working out details
for the Guild.  SEE PAGE 4 FOR DETAILS
This newsletter will be our last full newsletter
until fall; however our annual picnic on August
8 is an event not to be missed (more details will
follow). The accompanying swap meet is always
fun with lots of tools and wood available to
attendees. We plan to have some great door
prizes for attendees as well.

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 6)
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IN MEMORY OF BOB SMITH

   Sadly, the Guild has lost another member, the world has lost
a woodworker and I have lost a friend.
   Bob Smith succumbed to cancer on Friday April 16, 2010.
For those of you that don’t recognize the name, let me refresh
your memory;

- You probably talked to him at one time or another
because he could not help but carry on a conversation
with anybody and everybody.

- You may remember his hands. He was the man with
virtually no fingers, Arthritis ate away all the cartilage
in his finger leaving them half normal length and
totally flexible.

   Bob never complained about his Arthritis, which is why I
feel secure in making reference to his hands.  That, and the fact
that I would often kid him about his “ugly hands”.  Bob also
never let his Arthritis keep him from his love of woodworking.
I marveled at how he managed to get anything done, but he
adapted;  he adapted processes, he adapted tools, and he adapted
many jigs to fit his particular purpose.
   After his retirement as Chesterfield Township treasurer, Bob
often lectured for the Arthritis Foundation passing on his first
hand experiences with this disease.  I think his outlook could
be an inspiration to all of us.

Zig Saraniecki

Wood
Types

By Ed Stuckey

Horse Chestnut
Growth:  More than 20 species of horse chestnut occur in the
US, where it is called buckeye because the base of the nuts
resembles the eyes of a deer.  The tree is grown as an ornamental
parkland tree in Europe.  In cultivated positions it attains a
grand stature of 130ft (40m) in height, but in parklands it has
a short bole that rarely exceeds about 20ft (6m), with its low
branches hung with lanterns.  The diameter is 5-6ft (1.5-1.8m).
Appearance:  If the tree is felled in early winter, it is extremely
white like holly, but timber felled later in the year is a pale
yellow-brown color.  Spiral grain is usually present, and the
wood is inclined to be cross or wavy grained.  It has a very fine,
close, uniform texture, however, caused by minute pores and
fine-storied rays that give the surface a lustrous sheen.
Longitudinal surfaces sometimes show a subdued mottle.
Properties:  This medium-density wood weighs about 321b/
ft3 (510kg/m3) when seasoned.  It dries well with little degrade,
and has small movement in service.  It has a low bending
strength, very low stiffness, and low to medium crushing
strength, with a good steam-bending classification.  It can be
worked easily with both hand and machine tools, with only a
slight blunting effect on cutting edges, which must be kept
very sharp.  Nailing, screwing, and gluing are satisfactory, and
the wood can be brought to a good finish when stained and
polished.  The sapwood is liable to attack by the common
furniture beetle.  The wood is perishable, but permeable for
preservation treatment.
Uses:  Horse chestnut is extensively used as a substitute for
holly for cabinet making, furniture making, and carving, and
is popular for general turnery for brush backs and handles, dairy
and kitchen utensils, fruit storage trays and racks, and
engineering and molders’ patterns.  It is also used for the hand
pieces of tennis, badminton, and squash rackets.  Selected logs
are sliced for handsome decorative veneers, and dyed for
marquetry veneers sold as harewood.
Where it grows:  Native to Albania, horse chestnut thrives in
the mountain regions of northern Greece, Bulgaria, Iran, and
northern India. It is now widespread throughout Europe and
North America, and is also grown in China, Japan, and the
Himalayas.



Michigan Woodworker    May-June 2010 Page 4

CROCKER HOUSE
INFORMATION

Matt Baran
The annual tour for members and spouses is set for Sunday,
June 6, 2010 at 2:00 pm to the Crocker House in Mt.
Clemens.  The tour lasts for about one and one-half hours.
The cost is $3.00 per person.

Please call Matt Baran at: 586-293-9257 or e-mail him at:
mtbwoodworking@yahoo.com  to reserve your spot.

The Crocker House was built in 1869 and offers a look at
late Victorian home-life experiences reminiscent of the
world renowned Mineral Bath Era in Mt. Clemens.

WOOD
MAGAZINE

DVD’S
WOOD magazine has created a DVD that includes
all 195 issues with an index for projects and shop
tips.  The regular cost is $149.95 but the Guild
can get them for $100 each if we order at least 10
copies.  If you are interested, sign up at the May
meeting or mail a check for $100 along with your
name, address, phone number, and the number of
DVD’s you want to:
Ken Wolf
44747 Glengarry Rd.
Canton, MI 48188-4005

THE DEADLINE IS JUNE 9

The other attachment sent with this e-mail is
the Guild’s Mentoring Topics Survey.  The
purpose of the survey is both to identify
workshop topics about which Guild members are
interested in learning, and to identify those
Guild members who would be willing to act as a
mentor by sharing their woodworking knowledge
and expertise through small workshops.  Please
fill it out and bring it to the May meeting (or
mail it to Bob Mills, 31636 Auburn Drive, Beverly
Hills, Mich. 48025).  The left hand column is for
those wishing to take a workshop and the right
hand column is for those who wish to put on a
workshop.  If you have questions or want to know
more details of the Mentoring Program, please
call Bob at 248-540-8658 or email to Bob at:
MWGmentoring@Comcast.net   You are also
encouraged to add your comments to help
explain in more detail your choices on the form.
Thanks for your help.

By Bob Mills

Mentoring
Program

Workshop News
Eric Anderson and Kevin Knowles have been
taking advantage of the ongoing workshops on
Strip Built Boats at my shop in Beverly Hills to
help them get started  building a kayak.  Eric is
interested in doing his own design as well as
building the kayak from scratch (completely
milling the cedar strips himself) while Kevin has
purchased a complete kit from Chesapeake Light
Craft and is looking to do only the building of
his craft.  They both are learning the process of
building the strongback, fitting, gluing and
sanding strips on the hull and fiberglassing the
resulting hull.  During the sessions we work on
a Wee Lassie canoe which I have in progress.  If
you are interested in attending the workshops,
either as a participant or an observer, please
call Bob Mills at 248-540-8658
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By Will Stanford

ROUGH
CUTS

Murphy’s Law:  Woodworker’s Edition

We’re way beyond Murphy’s Law.  You know
simply that something will more than likely go
wrong.  For woodworkers, I believe there is a
special significance to this circumstance of
beyond control.  It seems to me that it is more
like a Laurel and Hardy episode when they are
painting and one bends over to pick something
up and knocks the other one off the scaffold
and then the paint can goes up into the air and
lands on Oliver’s head.  Or, like when they slip
while moving a piano and the piano goes down
the hill smashing into pieces.  It is the state of
unintended consequences and I’m not quite
paranoid enough to believe that it just happens
to me but I will reveal some instances.

When I was a kid, and I was doing any kind of
wood construction, I always used nails in that
long ago pre drywall screw day. Being young,
unskilled, and self-taught, I focused almost
entirely on not smashing my fingers or thumb.
I wasn’t that concerned with appearance, and
had not discovered pre drilling, which was a non
issue since I didn’t own a drill.  I did make one
keen observation for a young, not yet cynical,
mind.  Whatever the project, after all the nails
were hammered home without even a slight split,
the final nail would always crack the wood
creating such a fracture that the only answer in
my young brain was to add more nails thus more
cracks.

Over the years I have encountered a number of
splinters from various species of woods of the
world.  I found that after a couple of days, an
embedded exotic wood splinter can be very
irritating.  For a while now I have been wearing

gloves or half gloves when I move wood around.
Last week I was moving a few pieces of wood to
my shop.  I had on a pair of half gloves since I
was marking on the wood as I worked.  When I
laid the last few pieces down my finger touched
the edge of a very rough cherry board impaling
a very fine sliver under my finger nail.
Conclusion: whatever part of your body is
exposed will draw the injury.

I recently picked up a super deal on an 18 volt
NiCad ½” drill/driver.  I purchased it primarily
for work on the house and had used it quite a
few times assembling shelves that I built, and
other utility jobs.  I decided to use it to tighten
down some wood buttons that slide into mortises
on a bench I built.  I had the tool on the driver
function and not the highest torque and I
snuggled it up once, backed off, and then again.
Still not satisfied, I put just a little weight behind
the final try.  In a second the screw drove
through the ash button splitting it into two pieces
and drove through the bottom of the bench.  This
was a finished piece and the screw point
penetrated the seat surface creating enough of
a pimple that I had to do a repair on the seat. 
Lesson learned:  you can never tell when your
tool will be more than you bargained for.  Or
maybe it is better sometimes to pick up a
screwdriver.

Here are a few more indications of how the
woodworking gremlins can end up biting you,
and/or, your project.  Finishing is rarely
anyone’s favorite part of a project.  I can’t tell
you how to make it go easier or be more enjoyable
but I can share an observation.  If there are
scratches on the surface, or glue residue, any
or all of these will only be revealed after you
have applied your finish.  There are certain
woods out there that hide or camouflage their
defects,— splits, cracks, whatever — and they
are never fully exposed until you have finished
the joinery and you’re looking at the piece
wondering “where was that split when I chose
that figured maple?”  There are so many more
examples but I have gotten a bit stressed out
writing is article so I’ll let you add your own.
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Fall is the traditional start of our volunteer
Christmas toy building effort for Children’s
Hospital. I plan to bring copies of some our toy
plans and some example completed toys to the
September meeting for interested members.
While some toy contributors prefer to build toys
by themselves as their schedule allows, others
find it more enjoyable and productive to build
toys in small groups in a member’s shop. I would
like to request volunteers to host small toy work
sessions in their own shop this fall to facilitate
the guild’s toy program. Schedules and number
of participants that each volunteer can
accommodate will be at their own discretion.
Please contact me or any board member if you
are willing to host toy build sessions in your
shop.
I will be attending a couple classes at Marc
Adams’ school during early May. I always look
forward to dedicating several consecutive days
to building woodworking skills and capabilities.
I often learn as much from the dedicated
woodworkers in my classes as from the
instructors. This year I will be bending wood with
Michael Fortune and Michael Cooper and then
a short class on embellishing work with Michael
Fortune and Bill Wells (from Ypsilanti). I hope
to have some new techniques and ideas to share
when I return.
SEE PAGE 4 FOR INFORMATION ON
PURCHASING WOOD MAGAZINE DVD’S.
Have a great summer!

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) Member
News

By Bill Gayde

By Bill Rigstad

FYI

FYI:  Q.  I like using gel stain on difficult to stain woods like
birch because it doesn’t leave a blotchy look. But man, the
stuff is a pain to get out of corners. No matter how hard I
push, I can’t force the rag deep enough into the corner to clean
up the excess stain. Got any neat tricks?

As of May 1, 2010 our membership is 375.  We
have 3 new or returning members.  Please welcome:
Rhonda Craig ------------------------------- Southfield
Ryan Kaplan ------------------------ West Bloomfield
Lon LeBlanc -------------------------------- Rockwood

A.  It’s no picnic
to get any kind of
stain out of a
corner, and the
thick consistency
of gel stain
makes it
especially tough.
Here’s our
suggestion: Use a
dry brush to
whisk away the
excess gel stain.

Unlike a rag, the bristles of the brush are easy to get into corners.
Use a rag to wipe excess stain off the brush and to keep it dry.
It works great! Be sure to clean the brush after you’re done so
it’s ready to come to the rescue the next time you stain yourself
into a corner.  American Woodworker October 2001



Michigan Woodworker    May-June 2010 Page 7

29918 Woodward Ave. • Royal Oak
248-543-5110 • Rockler.com
Store hours: M-F 9 am-6 pm
Sat 9 am-5 pm • Sun 11 am-4 pm

GUILD APPRECIATION MONTH

* Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Excludes gift cards, power tools, Porter-
Cable dovetail jigs, CNC Sharks, Leigh 
products, Festool products, Saw Stop 
products, internet special orders, shipping 
charges, previous orders, and sale items. 
Offer not valid at Independent Partner 
resellers. Expires 6/4/10.

As one of our Best Customers, please take

your merchandise total now thru 6/4/2010!*

Plus Shop our Best Customer Sale
Great Specials throughout the store!
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Michigan Woodworkers’ Guild
25575 York Road
Royal Oak, Michigan 48067

The Picture Gallery

LOOK WHAT
THE BIG
FREUD
TRUCK

BROUGHT
US!

BLADES, BLADES AND
MORE BLADES (AND
ROUTER BITS TOO)

GEORGE
MALLEY

EXPLAINS THE
FINER POINTS

OF
CONSTRUCTION


