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Bill Rigstad will coordinate a
program on INLAYING at the
November 14th meeting at
the Royal Oak Senior
Center.  The presenters will be
Bob Mills, John Sanchez, and Bill
Rigstad.

The Nov. Luncheon will be at
Jimi’s on the 18th at 1:16 pm

In December we will be at the
Livonia Senior Center on
the 12th for our annual
competit ion (TOYS).  Our
Program will be a presentation
of Lamp Building by Jack Secord
and James Howard.

The Dec. Luncheon will be at
Jimi’s on the 16th at 1:16 pm

The tentative topic for the
January 9, 2011 meeting at
the Royal Oak Senior
Center  is HVLP Finishing
Techniques chaired by Dr. Gary
Assarian.

The Jan. Luncheon will be at
Jimi’s on the 27th at 1:16 pm

The October luncheon will be at Jimi’s on the
28th at 1:16 pm (See page 3 for map)

At the Livonia Senior Center from 2-4 pm
Library and other activities from 1-2 pm

OCTOBER 10, 2010

This is our popular Jigs and Fixtures program.  Members
are encouraged to bring Jigs they have made or
purchased and tell us its good and/or bad features.
Call Matt Baran at 586-293-9257 and let him know if
you are going to make a presentation.

February will feature the third
MARC ADAMS WORK-
SHOP on Saturday the 12th.
This will take the place of our
regular Sunday meeting.

The Feb. Luncheon will be at
Jimi’s on the 24th at 1:16 pm

(The wood show will be at the
Gibralter Trade Center in Taylor
on Dec. 17-19)

TOM KEARNS
DEMONSTRATES
U N I Q U E
ROUTER TECH-
NIQUES AT THE
S E P T E M B E R
MEETING.
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President’s
Corner
By Ken Wolf

At our September meeting Tom Kearns provided
a very informative demonstration on routers and
some jigs that allowed his routers to perform
several useful tasks.  I believe that every
attending member left with ideas of new tasks
they could accomplish with a router.  For October
we will hold our popular jigs and fixtures
meeting, a real show & tell for woodworkers.
Members are encouraged to bring in jigs/fixtures
you have used (either shop made or purchased)
to share your experience on how it performs for
you.  Bring those that were disappointing as well
as those you liked so others can benefit from
your experience.  If possible, let Matt Baran know
what you are bringing so he can coordinate the
presentations.  I noted that many members
picked up toy plans and guidelines sheets at
the September meeting.  This is the prime time
to get started on building toys or boxes to donate
to our annual drive to support Children’s
Hospital. Our Guild will provide the wheels/
axles/washers for toys you build to donate to
the hospital drive (let Ken Wolf know your part
needs).  This year, for the first time, we must
provide certificates of compliance from the
manufacturers on products we use to finish and
glue our toys.  Please keep track of the products
you use and provide the appropriate
certifications from the manufacturers for your
toys/boxes when you complete them for hospital
delivery.  Ken Wolf will need the toys/boxes in
his hands (with the certifications) before 12-7-
10 to meet hospital timing needs.
I had an enjoyable day at the Wood Expo in
Charlotte September and observed some good
free demos that were part of the expo.  Lots of
bundles of native woods such as Oak, Cherry,
Walnut, Maple and Ash were offered in 30-80
board foot lots at $1.20-$2.20/bd. ft..  I had great
weather the day I was there although it rained

the next day, so those attendees may have gotten
wet.
 Your support during the auction of donated
woodworking items at the September meeting
helped raise money for the Guild.  A special
thanks to Paul Chuba and Greg Smith for their
donations.  Rockler announced that they will
be supporting our Guild more directly through
their Guild member representative (John
Kolman) with donations of surplus items from
their store (they provided a router bit and drill
speed charts for our September raffle). Thanks
to all of you for supporting our Guild.
Our Guild board has agreed to actively
participate in the December 17, 18 & 19
Woodworking Shows at the Taylor Gibraltar
Trade Center with a booth.  To obtain the free
booth space we must provide several free
demonstrations on woodworking related topics
each day for show attendees.  We would like to
get several members to volunteer to conduct a
15-30 minute demo at the show on a day (or
days) you will be there.  Please contact Bill
Rigstad, Ken Wolf or another board member to
volunteer for a demo.
I hope to see many of you at our October
meeting.  It should be very interesting.  Let me
know if you need me to bring toy parts to the
meeting for you (734) 981-3423.
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By Will Stanford

ROUGH
CUTS

Benches
In a garden, on a porch, or in a living room,
benches fill a specific niche in furniture design.
I think one of the first pieces of furniture I built
was kind of a bench.  I was young and I didn’t
have any furniture.  I bought a hollow core door
and some screw on legs.  I stained everything
walnut and I think I got some cushions.  I bought
a back that was supposed to work with this
design. It was made out of laminated wood and
was stained dark walnut.  I could never figure
out how the back could be attached using two
screws.  That may be another reason why I am
so obsessive about my joinery.  The design was
called Danish modern but I did get better.

I used a large piece of walnut to create a bench
that would be a significant piece in any room.  I
chose cherry for the legs which I machined wider
at the bottom; helping to ground the piece of
walnut.  The walnut was the real star: good color,
irregular along the front live edge which revealed
a bit of sapwood.  For the rails I used ash and I
also used a finer grain ash for the back.  The
back also had a bit of figure and a crack on one
end.  I cut a butterfly and applied a dark walnut
Dutchman for a subtle accent. 

Another bench is one that I made years ago.  It
is made out of 2x8 and 2x12 cedar.  The sides
are made from 2x12s that are doweled together
to create one piece.  Four 2x8s comprise the seat
and the back.  Constructed without joinery, I
used 2 in. to 3 in. screws through the sides and
into the seat and back boards.  I covered the
screw holes with half-inch buttons or plugs.  As
is often the case the most difficult part was
building all of the jigs and fixtures that would
enable me to construct and assemble the bench. 
This piece represents a utilitarian design where

function was the primary concern.  The result
was a simple attractive outdoor bench.  The next
large step would be to make a teak bench based
on an English cottage design.

One on the simplest bench designs can be
something combining certain exterior woods and
other materials.  Outside I have used natural
stone with a piece of cedar or redwood notched
into the stone.  When attaching woods like cedar,
redwood or teak, using stainless-steel fasteners
is a good idea.  Again the beauty is in the
simplicity of the design and how it works in the
natural landscape of the garden.

A smaller piece of furniture requires special
attention to detail.  Using a rather small piece
of dark cherry with a wonderful natural knothole,
I created another bench.  I used butternut for
the rails and figured cherry with a bit of sapwood
for the back.  The piece is finished off with walnut
legs which taper down.  With the figured back
and the dark tapered legs the piece is appealing
yet restrained.  The challenge here is to not
overstate any one element which is always a
concern but more obvious in a smaller piece. 
Another issue is to not allow the piece to feel
too heavy.  This is accomplished by tapering the
legs downward and by keeping the rails and
other components to a minimum.  The result is
a fine bench for a hallway or entrance.  Benches
are an opportunity to put your skill both as a
designer and craftsman to work.  If you’re
successful you’ll have a piece of furniture that
will not only fit the specific function but will also
be attractive.
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Wood
Types

By Ed Stuckey

By Bill Rigstad

FYI
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ROCK MAPLE
Growth:  Rock maple grows to 130ft (40m) tall
with a diameter of 2-1/2ft (0.6-1 m).  Acer
saccharum and A.nigrum, jointly sold as rock
maple, are also known as hard maple (US,
Canada, and UK); the sapwood as white maple
(US); and black maple.  Canada displays the red
leaf of A.saccharum on its national flag, and it is
also known as sugar maple because it is the
source of maple sugar and maple syrup, obtained
by tapping the sap in spring.
Appearance:  The wood is creamy white with a
reddish tinge, sometimes with a dark brown heart.
It is usually straight grained but often curly or
wavy, with fine brown lines marking the growth
rings on plain-sawn surfaces.  The texture is even,
fine, and lustrous. Pith flecks are sometimes
present.
Properties:  Rock maple weighs about 451b/ft3

(720kg/m3) when seasoned.  It dries fairly slowly
with little degrade, and there is medium
movement in service.  The wood is of medium
density, has good bending and crushing
strengths, with low stiffness and shock resistance,
and a good steam-bending classification.  It has a
moderate blunting effect on tools, with a tendency
to create tooth vibration when sawing.  Irregular
grain can pick up when planing or molding on
quartered surfaces, and a reduced cutter angle
is recommended.  The wood has a tendency to
ride on cutters and burn during end-grain
working.  Rock maple requires pre-boring for
nailing, but it glues very well and polishes to an
excellent finish.  The wood is nondurable, liable
to beetle attack, and subject to growth defects,
known as pith flecks, caused by insects.  The
heartwood is resistant to preservation treatment,
but the sapwood is permeable.
Uses:  Rock maple makes excellent heavy
industrial flooring for roller-skating rinks, dance
halls, squash courts, and bowling alleys.  It is

used for textile rollers, dairy and laundry
equipment, butchers’ blocks, piano actions and
musical instruments, and sports goods.  It is also
a valuable turnery wood. Selected logs are peeled
for bird’s eye figure, or sliced to produce
fiddleback, curly or blistered, and mottled maple
veneers for cabinets and architectural paneling.
Where it grows:  Rock maple is one of the most
valuable timbers growing east of the Rocky
Mountains in Canada and in northern and
eastern US.

FYI:  Clamp Extender
You’re in the middle of clamping up your dream
entertainment center and you discover your
clamps are too short.  What do you do? You stay
calm and get creative.  Screw a wood block to
the edge of your cabinet case. This gives your
clamps something to pull against. Do the same
on the other side of the cabinet. As for the screw
holes, don’t worry. They get covered with the
face frame.

American Woodworker October 2001

Below The Lines:  My cancer update….. as of
9/22 I’ve had 13 of 33 radiation and two of 6
chemo treatments.  That walk in the park is all
up hill.  Some days are better than others, but
I’m doing OK and its one day at a time.
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WOODWORKING
NEWS FROM
AROUND THE

WORLD

as Reported by Bill Rigstad By Bob Mills

Mentoring
Program

 Mentoring Workshop News
A kayak building workshop was held Monday
September 20th at Eric Anderson’s shop in Ann
Arbor.  Attending were Bob Mills, Bill Black, Kevin
Knowles, Bill Black (non MWG member) and of
course Eric Anderson, our host.  Both Eric and
Kevin have started building the “Petrel”, a sea
kayak designed by Nick Schade.  Eric is starting
from plans and doing all the strip milling operations
himself, while Kevin chose to buy a kit (from
Chesapeake Light Craft) which has most of the
parts pre cut.  Bill is a naval architect by training
and has designed and built several of his own
kayaks.  Needless to say we had lively discussions
about how to do the various steps in the building
process with lots of questions and answers offered.
Sharing each others experiences is a great way to
help remove a lot of the unknowns about building
a small water craft.  We are planning to meet
casually every month or two at each of our shops
with the hope that we can generate more interest
in boat building within the Guild.  If any of you
are interested in meeting with us please give Bob
Mills a call at 248-540-8658.  All are welcome.

SketchUP Workshop
Several members have indicated an interest in
learning how to use SketchUp (Google free CAD
software) as applied to woodworking projects.  To
explore this interest further I will be giving a short
demo (“teaser” workshop) between 1:30 and 2:00
prior to the October meeting in the library area of
the meeting room.  The demonstration will provide
very brief views of some of the features of the
software and will include information about how
to download the package and how to find
instructional videos on line.  There will be a signup
sheet for a 3 to 4 hour workshop (presenter tbd)
to be held in the near future.  Right now Scott
Jacobs and I are working on identifying the
contents of such a workshop.  If there is anyone
in the Guild who has SketchUp experience and
who would like to help in this workshop, or if there
are other questions please call Bob Mills at 248-
540-8658.

OPEN FORUM

By Ed Stuckey
Society of American Period Furniture Makers
Great Lakes Regional Chapter Fall meeting,

October 30-31.
The society promotes the following:

To create a forum for the understanding,
education, and appreciation of American period
furniture

To develop and encourage the use of  standards
and ethical practices in the reproduction and
conservation of  period furniture

To offer membership to all with an interest in
period furniture

The fall meeting is free to members of SAPFM.  It will be held
at the Livonia Senior Center on Saturday, October 30, and
Sunday October 31.  There will be presentations on making
shaker boxes, construction of a 17th century English chest, fluting
quarter columns, design proportioning, staining and finishing
mahogany, and a presentation on different types of glues and
their application.   We usually have about 25 members from the
Great Lakes area attend.   If you are interested in period furniture
making you can join SAPFM by going to their website at
www.sapfm.org.  You can contact Ed Stuckey (SAPFM Great
Lakes Chapter Coordinator) at 313-345-3671 for information.

Stanley-Black and Decker History
The Stanley Works, originally a bolt and door
hardware manufacturing company located in
New Britain, Connecticut, was founded in 1843
by Frederick T. Stanley.  A few years later, in
1857, Frederick’s cousin, Henry Stanley,
founded The Stanley Rule and Level Company.
In 1920, The Rule and Level Company merged
with The Stanley Works and would go on to
become it’s famous Hand Tools Division.
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By Dale Ausherman

MEETING
REVIEW

MWG Meeting Program Review
Tom Kearns on Router Techniques

12 September 2010
Our fall season began with Tom Kearns
presenting an entirely new session of router
techniques.  Tom, a woodworker and teacher who
has been a member for over 20 years, has given
several successful past programs on the use of
routers.  To avoid repetition and to broaden our
knowledge of router skills he devoted much time
to preparing an entirely new demonstration of
techniques, with each technique tied to an
example project.  Included in several demos were
shop-made router jigs which Tom awarded as
raffle prizes following each demo.
Tom first demonstrated making of picture frames
using mitered half lap joints and small beading
for decorative trim.  A jig similar to a table saw
sled was used on a router table to make tearout-
free 45 and 90 deg cuts, with the sled facilitating
the use of stop blocks to gain precision length
for multiple frame parts.  A chop saw was used
to make some of the 45 deg. trim cuts.  Prior
zero clearance slots on the jig facilitate alignment
of parts for other cuts.  Then Tom used a beading
bit and a router fence on the table to cut small
inside edge beads on the frames, then added
similarly beaded mitered strips around the
outside of the frame as a design embellishment
and to cover the end grain of the joint parts.
After glue up he uses a straight bit to rout the
inside back rabbet for the glass, picture and
backing, squaring up the corners with a hand
chisel.
Demonstrated next was a pair of routers and a
shop-made jig for efficiently making sliding
dovetails as matched shelving supports in
cabinetry.  The jig had a pair of parallel router
guide bars to facilitate use of one router for spiral
up-cut straight bit wood removal and a second
for cutting the full dovetail slot.  The jig was

adjustable for various width cabinet sides, and
sides of any length could be slid through the jig
once adjusted.  To cut the female dovetail edges
on the shelves, Tom used an auxiliary fence with
a zero clearance cut, and adjusted the fence to
“sneak up on” a tight sliding fit for the parts.
He illustrated the use of the sliding dovetails to
make a small but attractive set of knickknack
shelves.
Tom continued use of the auxiliary fence as well
as a miter fence on the router table to make a
small drawer, with all joinery consisting of sliding
dovetails.  Stop blocks were used on the fence
to speed the accurate alignment of joints on
multiple drawer parts.  All except front drawer
parts were made of quarter-sawn Sycamore, a
very beautiful and stable wood for this purpose.
A fourth demonstration illustrated the cutting
of dovetail slots for attaching table aprons to
cabriole legs.  These were to be cut with the
parts riding against the router table fence with
stop blocks for slot length.  Again initial cuts
were made with straight bits to remove much of
the wood before cutting the final dovetail slots.
To gain proper apron alignment while avoiding
climbing cuts some of legs must be run through
from different directions, necessitating resetting
of the fence.  To enable precise alignment of the
fence Tom showed how a thin cross section cut
off of a completed leg end can be used as a
template for resetting of the fence.  Why didn’t I
think of that!
Tom finished the program with a demonstration
of a safe jig for template cutting of curved pieces
such as would be found with arched table aprons
or arched frame and panel doors.  The jig had
large handles for safety and toggle clamps to
position the work piece aligned with the arch
template.  This jig is used with a pattern cutting
bit.
All in all Tom demonstrated five different
techniques, each with a project application.
Three custom jigs were used, all of which were
given to attendees via the raffle tickets.  The
instruction was a superb expansion of Tom’s
previous sharing of his router secrets, and the
techniques will have wide applicability to our
many projects.
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Create with Confidence™

29918 Woodward Ave. • Royal Oak 248-543-5110 • Rockler.com
Store hours:  M-F 9 am-6 pm • Sat 9 am-5 pm • Sun 11 am-4 pm

Lifts, Grips and Protects
Bench Cookie™ Plus Work Grippers and Risers

Shop our Grand Re-Opening Sale
Starts October 2 ends October 29.

Bench Cookie™ Plus Work Grippers and Risers
Bench Cookie™ Plus discs combine with Risers and Risers XL (35142 and 
34671, sold separately) to raise projects up off the bench for work with saws 
and other tools. 4 per pack.
Bench Cookie™ Plus Work Grippers (4-Pack) No. 38052 . . . . . . $13.99
Bench Cookie™ Risers (2-Pack) No. 35142 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.99
Bench Cookie™ Risers XL (4-Pack) No. 34671 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7.99

Cut-away 
view
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Michigan Woodworkers’ Guild
25575 York Road
Royal Oak, Michigan 48067

The Picture Gallery

The finals of the annual Horseshoe tournament
at this years picnic featured defending champion
John Sanchez and challenger David Danes.

...And guess what?  We have a new champion
for the first time in several years.  President Ken
Wolf is presenting David with his cash prize.


